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Admiral Toyoda stated at this point that he hoped to be able to
comment following the completion of his examination of the Secretary's
memorandum of October 2, and in the meantime he felt that it would
be helpful if discussion of items arising from what he termed " tech-
nical procedure " could be avoided. He had in mind such differences
of understanding as that relating to Prince Konoye's statement
of September 6, and to certain material delivered to the Department
by the Japanese Ambassador which either had no official standing
or was incomplete as in the case of the Ambassador's draft statement
of September 4. Admiral Toyoda believed that any efforts to clear
up details of this character arising out of questions of technical pro-
cedure would only tend to complicate the discussions, but once some
real progress had been made he would be prepared to take up such
questions.

The Foreign Minister said that in so far as the Secretary's memo-
randum of October 2 was concerned, he would like to make one
brief comment, namely, that it was his impression that the Govern-
ment of the United States wished the Japanese Government to revert
at once and unqualifiedly to the status quo which prevailed four years
ago. Since that time Japan had been involved in warfare on a large
scale demanding hardships and sacrifices of the people of Japan,
who had been led to support such trials as a patriotic duty. The
Japanese Government was willing and prepared to return to the
situation prevailing four years ago but it was essential that the
Government of the United States should understand that to undo
virtually at a moment's notice the work of the past four years is an
undertaking of tremendous scope and one entailing basic adjustments.

Admiral Toyoda then inquired whether unofficially and privately
I felt able to offer an opinion on the position of the United States
Government as outlined in the Secretary's memorandum of October 2.
In reply I told him that it was the desire of the United States
Government to establish conditions in the Far East on a sure and
enduring foundation and that no lasting arrangements could be
made except on such a basis. I told him that my personal reaction
to the Secretary's memorandum of October 2 was that the American
Government was endeavouring to assure itself that Japan would
genuinely and fully observe those principles without which no sure
basis for a lasting peace in the Pacific area could be achieved.
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By a special dispensation from the Foreign Office I was able to-day
for the first time since the freezing order to deposit a salary cheque
in the National City Bank and to draw cash to pay some of our bills
and household accounts, including the Mampei Hotel bill in Karui-
zawa. But the staff cannot yet get money. We are, however, nearing
an agreement. The British had this whole thing settled by mutual
agreement within a few days of the freezing order, but with us there
have been a succession of delays.